
Wednesday 6th April 2020 
 
Today we are going to revise how to write direct speech ‘dialogue’ in narratives. 
Look at the example below: 
 

“This way,” said Arlin, without saying hello or smiling. 
 

“ = Opening quotation mark T = Begin with a capital  This way = spoken words      

, = end with punctuation  “ = close quotation  said = qualifying verb 

Proofread the following sentences of conversation.  Rewrite each sentence with correct punctuation.  
Make sure that you capitalise, insert quotation marks, commas, full-stops, exclamation marks and question 
marks where needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sometimes in a narrative you will come across written dialogue where the actual 
spoken words do not start the sentence.  Look at the sentence below and notice the 
difference then correct the sentences that follow.   ‘I have underlined the actual spoken 
word’.   
 

The old man said in a slow, hoarse voice, “My stove is broke, don’t come 

for dinner. Repeat.”   
 
“ = Opening quotation mark M = Begin with a capital  My stove … = spoken words      

, = end with punctuation  “ = close quotation  said = qualifying verb 


