
Parents’ Voice Zoom, 8th February 8.00-9.00. 

Bern Leckie (Governor) chaired the Zoom meeting, 15 parents joined us. Ruth also attended. 

Update from last meeting   Ruth gave an update from the last meeting. Lots has happened in school to 

improve behaviour and we continue to work hard on this. Things parents may have heard about include: 

• Year 3 – reorganisation of classes has led to a much calmer atmosphere and much more settled learning   

• Reflection time has been set up every lunchtime for KS2 children. This is staffed by teachers, who give 

up their lunchtimes, for children who need to  reflect on their behaviour. They talk to teachers about 

what happened, what went wrong and how they can put this right. Children also miss their lunchtime of 

course. 

• There continues to be a focus on respect, we have talked about this in assemblies and teachers have 

spent time explaining what this looks like in practice. Year 6 parents were invited to a year group 

meeting and there was very good attendance. Teachers asked parents to reinforce RESPECT at home. 

This can mean everyday things like saying ‘good morning’ on the gate as well as understanding that bad 

language is never ok - and always speaking politely to all adults. 

• Lunchtime staff are running more clubs for children who find lunchtimes difficult. They have had some 

training around games and activities that encourage cooperation and collaboration. Children are 

rewarded for positive lunchtimes – for example we have a special ‘Golden table’ every Friday where 

some children eat their lunch. 

Several parents agreed they had noticed improvements. One parent said there was still scope for better 

communication, for example hearing if a child had had first aid. Another parent said another year 6 meeting 

would be very useful. 

The Hub  Our library / Hub will be open every Tuesday and Friday after school next term – come and 

borrow books with your child. 

Head teacher recruitment    This was the main focus for the meeting. Bern Leckie asked for parents’ views 

about head teacher recruitment. He shared some of the ‘Applicant pack’ which goes in to a lot of detail about 

what we are looking for in a head teacher. Parents made some very constructive comments: 

• We need someone who knows the city and understands different communities in our city. Someone 

who shows respect for everyone, including people who may be new to the UK or only a little English. 

• More men as role models in school would be helpful. 

• Ms Ramsay knows all the children by name and we want a Head teacher who can follow her example – 

someone who knows families as well as manages the school. 

• Strictness is important. Making sure uniform is correct, and homework is always handed in.  

Parents appreciate the school’s cultural diversity, what people bring from different backgrounds, and 

want a leader who has experience with different communities and cultures. 

Bern encouraged parents to pass on their views to him, other Governors or Ruth. 

SS Great Britain    We were really pleased to hear from Shani and Iwona, two parents who have been 

involved in a new community project with the SS Great Britain. They shared a short video about the project and 

explained that the next opportunity to get involved is Tuesday 15th February, from 9.00, in the community 

room. Please come along to find out more! The video will also be shown in assembly and uploaded to the 

website. 

Ruth  explained she had handed in her notice and would finish her job at Easter; the school intends to 

advertise her post after the half term break.  She explained that she would still have a role through the ‘Friends 

of Hannah More, which is now set up as a charity. Several parents said how sorry they were that she was 

moving on. 


